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1
POWER DISTRIBUTION UNIT WITH A
FORCED LUBRICATION FLOW ASSEMBLY

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/653,455 filed on May
31, 2012 which is incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The field of the invention relates to power distribution
devices. More particularly, the invention relates to a lubrica-
tion system for a vehicular power distribution device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to power distribution units for
vehicles and, more particularly, to a forced lubrication flow
assembly for a power distribution unit.

Power distribution units for vehicles include an input and at
least two outputs. The input is typically engaged with a power
source, a transmission, or other drivetrain component. A first
output is typically engaged with a first drive axle; however it
is understood the first output may be engaged with a drive-
shaft or other drivetrain component. A second output is typi-
cally engaged with a driveshaft; however it is understood the
second output may be engaged with a second drive axle or
other drivetrain component. Typically, the power distribution
unit has at least one clutching device for engaging the input
with one of the outputs. The power distribution unit may also
include a power divider for applying torque to two outputs of
the power distribution unit.

The power distribution unit including the power divider
significantly increases a number of components of the power
distribution unit. Components of the power distribution unit
that engage one another (such as gears) typically require
lubrication to reduce friction and to dissipate heat. The power
distribution unit may include a lubricant sump in which a
portion of the components are completely or partially dis-
posed in. Rotation of the components results in a distribution
of' the lubricant within the power distribution unit. The distri-
bution of the lubricant may be inadequate for a portion of the
components; particularly, the power divider may be inad-
equately lubricated due to at least one of obstruction of the
power divider by other components and interference caused
by the power divider or other components rotating at specific
speeds.

It would be advantageous to develop a forced lubrication
flow assembly for a power distribution unit that is reliable,
adequately lubricates components of the power divider, and is
powered by a rotating component of the power divider.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A lubrication system for a vehicle power distribution unit
has an input shaft with a first end portion and a second end
portion. A power divider is provided having a first output gear,
a second output gear, and a pinion carrier with pinion gears
rotationally mounted on pinion supports. The pinion carrier is
directly connected to the second end portion of the input
shaft. The first input gear is connected to the pinion gear. The
first output gear has a fluid reflecting concave annular surface
between a first end and a second end of the first output gear. A
fluid distribution member has an inlet on an outer surface
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connected to a fluid pump. A fluid conduit extends through
the fluid distribution member and had an outlet aimed at the
concave annular surface.

A method of lubricating a vehicle power distribution unit
comprises pumping a lubricant to an outer surface of the
distribution member. Flowing the lubricant from the outer
surface through a lubricant passage in the distribution mem-
ber. Increasing the velocity of the lubricant by flowing the
lubricant through a reduced area of the lubricant passage.
Directing the lubricant at a concave portion of an output gear.
And using the concave portion of the output gear to redirect
the lubricant into pinion gears of a planetary interaxle differ-
ential. The method may also comprise controlling the lubri-
cant level in the pinion carrier.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The above will become readily apparent to those skilled in
the art from the following detailed description when consid-
ered in the light of the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-section side view through one
embodiment of a power distribution device;

FIG. 2 is perspective view of one embodiment of a power
distribution device housing and components located therein;

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-section side view of one
embodiment of a pump; and

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-section view of one embodi-
ment of a fluid distribution member.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Itis to be understood that the invention may assume various
alternative orientations and step sequences, except where
expressly specified to the contrary. It is also to be understood
that the specific devices and processes illustrated in the
attached drawings, and described in the following specifica-
tion are simply exemplary embodiments of the inventive con-
cepts defined in the appended claims. Hence, specific dimen-
sions, directions or other physical characteristics relating to
the embodiments disclosed are not to be considered as limit-
ing, unless the claims expressly state otherwise.

FIG. 1 illustrates a power distribution unit 10 including a
forced lubrication flow assembly 12 according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. The power distribution unit 10 prefer-
ably comprises an input 14, a first output 16, a second output
18, a power divider 20, a clutching device 22, and the forced
lubrication flow assembly 12. As shown, the forced lubrica-
tion flow assembly 12, the power divider 20, and the clutching
device 22 are disposed within a power distribution unit hous-
ing 24. The input 14, the first output 16, and the second output
18 are partially disposed in the power distribution unit hous-
ing 24.

The input 14 is at least partially disposed in the power
distribution unit housing 24. Preferably, the input 14 is an
elongate member, however the input 14 may be any other
shape. Bearings 26 disposed between the input 14 and the
power distribution unit housing 24 permit the input 14 to
rotate about an axis of the input 14. The input 14 has a firstend
portion 28 and a second end portion 30.

The first end portion 28 is adapted to be drivingly engaged
with one of a power source, a transmission, a drive shaft, or
other drivetrain component. A plurality of splines (not shown)
may be formed in the first end portion 28.

The second end portion 30 is substantially cup shaped;
however, it is understood other shapes may be used. A plu-
rality of perforations 31 are formed through the second end
portion 30. The plurality of perforations 31 may be located at
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a predetermined distance from an outer edge of the second
end portion to facilitate draining of a lubricant therethrough.

The first output 16 includes a shaft portion 32 and a pinion
portion 34. As shown in FIG. 1, the shaft portion 32 is inte-
grally formed with the pinion portion 34; however, it is under-
stood that the shaft portion 32 may be formed separate from
the pinion portion. The first output 16 is drivingly engaged
with the forced lubrication flow assembly 12 and a first drive
gear 36. The first drive gear 36 is drivingly engaged with the
first output 16 through a plurality of splines (not shown)
formed in the first drive gear 36 and the first output 16.
Bearings 26 disposed between the first output shaft 16 and the
power distribution unit housing 24 support the first output 16
and permit the first output 16 to rotate about an axis of the first
output shaft 16. The pinion portion 34 has gear teeth formed
on an outer surface thereof. The pinion portion 34 may be one
of'a hypoid gear, a spiral bevel gear, a straight bevel gear, or
any other gear known to those skilled in the art. The pinion
portion 34 is drivingly engaged with a ring gear (not shown)
of a first axle assembly (not shown).

The second output 18 is an elongate member collinear with
the input 14. Bearings 32 disposed between the second output
18 and the power distribution unit housing 24 support the
second output 18 and permit the second output 18 to rotate
about an axis of the second output 18. The second output 18
has a first end 38 and a second end 40. The second end 40 is
drivingly engaged with a second axle assembly (not shown).

The power divider 20 is a planetary inter-axle differential;
however, it is understood that the power divider 20 may be any
other differential device. The power divider 20 includes a
pinion carrier 42, a plurality of driving pinions 44, a first
output gear 46, and a second output gear 48.

The pinion carrier 42 is a substantially cup shaped body
drivingly coupled to the outer edge of the second end portion
33 of the input 14. The pinion carrier 42 includes a plurality of
pinion supports 50 protruding from a first side of the pinion
carrier 42 into a cavity defined by the pinion carrier 42. As is
known in the art, the pinion carrier 42 is also known as a
planet carrier.

Each of the driving pinions 44 is rotatably disposed on the
pinion supports 50 of the pinion carrier 42. Each of the driving
pinions 44 have gear teeth formed on an outer surface thereof.
As is known in the art, each of the driving pinions 44 is also
known as a planet gear. Preferably, bearings are disposed
between each of the driving pinions 44 and the pinion sup-
ports 50, however, the driving pinions 44 may be directly
mounted on the pinion supports 50.

The first output gear 46 is a gear concentrically disposed
about the second output 18. The first output gear 46 is an
annular body having a first end 52, a middle portion 53, and a
second end 54. The first end 52 and the second end 54 have
gear teeth formed on an outer surface thereof. The gear teeth
formed on the first end 52 are engaged with the gear teeth
formed on the outer surface of each of the driving pinions 44.
As is known in the art, the gear teeth formed on the first end
52 are known as a sun gear. The gear teeth formed on the
second end 54 are engaged with gear teeth formed on an outer
surface of the first drive gear 36. The middle portion 53 is a
concave annular surface formed between the first end 52 and
the second end 54; however, it is understood that the middle
portion 53 may have other shapes.

The second output gear 48 is a gear concentrically disposed
within the pinion carrier 42 and drivingly engaged with the
first end 38 of the second output 18. The second output gear
48 is a substantially cup shaped body having an inner surface
having gear teeth formed on. As is known in the art, the
second output gear 48 is known as a ring gear. The gear teeth
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are engaged with the gear teeth formed on the outer surface of
each of the driving pinions 21. A portion of the second output
gear 48 is substantially disc shaped; however, it is understood
other shapes may be used. A plurality of perforations 55 are
formed through the second output gear 48. The plurality of
perforations 55 may be located at a predetermined distance
from an outer edge of the second output gear 48 to create a
rotating dam that maintains a predetermined amount of lubri-
cant within the pinion carrier 42. More particularly, the dam
holds sufficient lubricant to at least partially submerge the
pinions 44 and pinion supports 50. Excess lubricant is per-
mitted to exit through the perforations 55.

The clutching device 22 is a dog style clutch disposed
about the second output 18 and drivingly engaged therewith.
The clutching device 22 may be moved axially along a plu-
rality of splines formed in the second output 18. The clutching
device 22 may also be a plate style clutch or any other style of
clutch. The clutching device 22 has a plurality of teeth formed
thereon for selectively engaging corresponding teeth formed
in the first output gear 46. The clutching device 22 is urged
into the engaged position or a disengaged position by a shift
fork 56. An actuator (not shown) is drivingly engaged with the
shift fork 56, is engaged to position the shift fork 56, and thus
the clutching device 22, as directed by a controller (not
shown). When the clutching device 22 is placed in the
engaged position, the power divider 20 is locked and the first
output gear 46 and the second output 18 rotate concurrently.
When the clutching device 22 is placed in the disengaged
position, the power divider 20 is unlocked and the first output
gear 46 and the second output 18 may rotate with respect to
one another.

The forced lubrication flow assembly 12 comprises an inlet
filter 58, an inlet conduit 60, a pump housing 62, a pump 63,
an outlet conduit 64, and a distribution member 66. The
forced lubrication flow assembly 12 is in fluid communica-
tion with an interior of the power distribution unit housing 24.

The inlet filter 58 is a hollow member in fluid communi-
cation with the inlet conduit 28. The inlet filter 58 includes a
porous portion 68. The porous portion 68 may be one of a
screen, a cellulose based filter media, a synthetic filter media,
orany other filtering device. The inlet filter 58 is positioned in
alubricant sump 70 of the power distribution unit housing 24.
The lubricant sump 70 is a portion of the power distribution
unit housing 24 the lubricant disposed therein collects. A
portion of the inlet filter 58 may be adapted for coupling the
inlet filter 58 to the inlet conduit 60. The inlet filter 58 may be
coupled to the power distribution unit housing 24 in any
conventional manner. The inlet filter 58 militates against par-
ticulates in the lubricant from entering the inlet filter 58.

The inlet conduit 60 is a hollow elongate member in fluid
communication with an interior of the inlet filter 58 and the
pump housing 62. The inlet conduit 60 may be formed from
a flexible or a rigid tubing and may be coupled to the power
distribution unit housing 24 in any conventional manner.

The pump housing 62 is fixedly disposed within a portion
of the power distribution unit housing 24 and in fluid com-
munication with the inlet conduit 60 and the outlet conduit 64.
The pump housing 62 is a hollow body which sealingly
receives the pump 63 and aligns the pump 63 with the first
output 16. The pump housing 62 includes at least one
threaded aperture 71 for receiving a fastener for coupling the
pump housing 62 to the power distribution unit housing 24.
The pump housing 62 includes a pump inlet 72 and a pump
outlet 74.

The pump 63 is sealingly engaged with the pump housing
62, fluidly separating the pump inlet 72 from the pump outlet
74. The pump 63 is drivingly engaged with the shaft portion
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32 of the first output 16. A pin 75 may be disposed through the
pump housing 62 and into the pump 63 to militate against
rotation of the pump 63 within the pump housing 62. The
pump 63 is a gear pump; however, it is understood that any
other type of pump may be used. When the first output 16
rotates, a portion of the pump 63 rotates, drawing the lubri-
cant from the lubricant sump 70 through the inlet filter 58, the
inlet conduit 60, and the pump inlet 72 and expelling the
lubricant through the pump outlet 74.

The outlet conduit 64 is a hollow elongate member in fluid
communication with the pump housing 62 and the distribu-
tion member 66. The outlet conduit 64 may be formed from a
flexible or a rigid tubing and may be coupled to the power
distribution unit housing 24 in any conventional manner.

The distribution member 66 is an annular body having a
rectangular cross-section; however, it is understood that the
distribution member may be integrally formed with the power
distribution unit housing 24. The distribution member 66 is
fixedly disposed within the power distribution unit housing
24. The distribution member 66 is disposed about the second
output 18 and the first output gear 46. The distribution mem-
ber 66 defines a lubricant passage 76 and a distribution outlet
78.

As shown in FIG. 2, the lubricant passage 76 extends from
an outer edge of the distribution member 66 inwardly to the
distribution outlet 78 and is in fluid communication with the
outlet conduit 64 and the distribution outlet 78. The lubricant
passage 76 has a circular cross-section and is oriented sub-
stantially perpendicular to the input 14 of the power distribu-
tion unit 10; however, it is understood that the lubricant pas-
sage 76 may have a cross-section of any other shape and may
be oriented in any other manner. A portion of the lubricant
passage 76 may be defined by a threaded surface formed
adjacent the outer edge of the distribution member 66, into
which the outlet conduit 64 is coupled.

As shown in FIG. 2, the distribution outlet 78 extends from
the lubricant passage 76 to an inner edge of the distribution
member 66 and is in fluid communication with the lubricant
passage 76. The distribution outlet 78 has a circular cross-
section and is oriented oblique with respect to an axis of the
input 14 of the power distribution unit 10; however, it is
understood that the distribution outlet 78 may have a cross-
section of any other shape and may be oriented in any other
manner. A cross-sectional area of the distribution outlet 78 is
smaller than a cross-sectional area of the lubricant passage
76; however, it is understood that the cross-sectional area of
the distribution outlet 78 may be about equal to the cross-
sectional area of the lubricant passage 76.

In use, the forced lubrication flow assembly 12 facilitates
lubrication of the power distribution unit 10. When a vehicle
(not shown) the power distribution unit 10 is incorporated in
is moving, the first output 16 rotates as the vehicle is driven.
When the first output 16 rotates, a portion of the pump 63
rotates as the shaft portion 32 of the first output 16 rotates.
Rotation of a portion of the pump 63 draws the lubricant from
the lubricant sump 70 through the inlet filter 58, the inlet
conduit 60, and the pump inlet 72. After passing through the
pump 63, the lubricant exits the pump outlet 74 in a pressur-
ized state. As a non-limiting example, the lubricant in the
pressurized state may be greater than 200 pounds per square
inch. The lubricant in the pressurized state flows through the
outlet conduit 64, the lubricant passage 76, and the distribu-
tion outlet 78.

As mentioned hereinabove, the distribution outlet 78 has a
cross-sectional area smaller than a cross-sectional area of the
lubricant passage 76. Due to the reduction in the cross-sec-
tional area, a velocity of the lubricant in the distribution outlet
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78 increases. As a non-limiting example, the velocity of the
lubricant in the distribution outlet 78 may be greater than 150
feet per second. The lubricant in the pressurized state exits the
distribution outlet 78 in a stream. The distribution outlet 78 is
oriented oblique with respect to the axis of the input 14,
directing the stream of the lubricant to contact the middle
portion 53 of the first output gear 46. The middle portion 53
deflects and distributes the stream of the lubricant within the
second output gear 48, lubricating the first end 52 of the first
output gear 46, the driving pinions 44, and the gear teeth
formed on the inner surface of the second output gear 48.
When a cavity formed between the pinion carrier 42 and the
second output gear 48 collects a predetermined amount of the
Iubricant or movement of the power divider 20 agitates the
lubricant in the cavity, the lubricant exits the cavity through
the plurality of perforations 55 and enters a cavity formed
between the second output gear 48 and the second end portion
30 of the input 14. When the cavity formed between the
second output gear 48 and the second end portion 30 of the
input 14 collects a predetermined amount of the lubricant or
movement of the second output gear 48 or the input 14 agi-
tates the lubricant in the cavity, the lubricant exits the cavity
through the plurality of perforations 31 and collects in the
lubricant sump 70 of the power distribution unit housing 24.
The inside radius of the pinion carrier 42 has a smaller diam-
eter than the perforations 55 to create the lubricant cavities
and a rotating centrifugal lubricant dam of predetermined
quantity. Preferably, the lubricant fills the cavities to the radial
level ofthe perforations 55, or just below. The fill level may be
determined while the power divider 20 rotates, and if that is
the case, at a predetermined amount of rotation. Thus, it can
be appreciate that the dam formed may be a centrifugal dam.

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes, the
present invention has been described in what is considered to
represent its preferred embodiments. However, it should be
noted that the invention can be practiced otherwise than as
specifically illustrated and described without departing from
its spirit or scope.

What is claimed is:

1. A lubrication system for a vehicle power distribution
unit, comprising:

an input shaft having a first end portion and a second end
portion;

a power divider comprising a first output gear, a second
output gear, a pinion carrier having pinion gears rota-
tionally mounted on pinion supports, said pinion carrier
directly connected to said second end portion of said
input shaft, and said first output gear connected to said
pinion gears, said first output gear having a fluid reflect-
ing concave annular surface between a first end and a
second end of said first output gear, wherein said second
output gear is cup-shaped and concentrically disposed
within said pinion carrier;

a fluid distribution member having an inlet on an outer
surface connected to a fluid pump, a fluid conduit
extending through said fluid distribution member, and a
fluid distribution member outlet aimed at concave annu-
lar surface.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said input shaft second
end portion is cup-shaped with a plurality of lubricant perfo-
rations formed therein.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein said second output gear
has a plurality of lubricant perforations formed therein.

4. The system of claim 1, further comprising a lubrication
flow assembly comprising an inlet filter, an inlet conduit, a
pump housing, a pump, an outlet conduit and said fluid dis-
tribution member.
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5. The system of claim 4, wherein said pump is drivingly
engaged with said first output gear.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein said fluid distribution
member is a ring-shaped member concentric with said first
output gear.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein said fluid distribution
member fluid conduit is substantially perpendicular to said
input shaft.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein said fluid distribution
member outlet is oriented oblique to an axis of said input
shaft.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein said fluid distribution
member outlet has a smaller diameter than said fluid conduit.

10. The system of claim 3, wherein a fluid distribution path
comprises said distribution member, said concave annular
surface, said pinion gears and said input shaft second end
portion lubricant perforations and said second output gear
lubricant perforations.

11. The system of claim 3, wherein, measured from a
centerline of said input shaft, a pinion carrier inner radius is
less than a radius of the input shaft second end portion lubri-
cant perforations and said second output gear lubricant per-
forations.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein a lubricant dam is
formed between said pinion carrier inner radius and said input
shaft second end portion lubricant perforations.

13. A method of lubricating a vehicle power distribution
unit, comprising:

pumping a lubricant to an outer surface of a ring-shaped

distribution member;
flowing said lubricant from said outer surface through a
lubricant passage in said distribution member;

increasing the velocity of said lubricant by flowing said
lubricant through a reduced area of said lubricant pas-
sage;

directing said lubricant at a concave portion of a first output

gear;

using said concave portion of said output gear to redirect

said lubricant into pinion gears of a planetary interaxle
differential;

wherein said redirected lubricant comes in contact with a

second output gear and said first output gear, said redi-
rected lubricant exits a first cavity formed between a

10

20

25

30

35

40

8

pinion carrier and said second output gear via a plurality
of perforations in said second output gear.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said lubricant from
said second output gear plurality of perforations flows into a
second cavity formed between said second output gear and a
portion of an input.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein lubricant exits said
second cavity via a plurality of perforations in said input.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein said lubricant from
said second cavity returns to a sump for use by a pump.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein said first and second
cavities maintain a level of lubricant at a centerline of pinion
supports to keep said pinion gears on said pinion supports
lubricated.

18. The method of claim 13, wherein said concave portion
redirects said lubricant in a direction substantially opposite
from which it came.

19. The method of claim 13, wherein the velocity of said
lubricant is increased in said reduced area of said lubricant
passage by restricting the diameter of said passageway and
said lubricant is redirected by angling an outlet port of said
passage.

20. The method of claim 15, wherein a rotating centrifugal
Iubricant dam is formed to lubricate pinions on said pinion
carrier, said dam is located between an inner radius of said
pinion carrier, said second output gear perforations and said
input perforations.

21. A method of lubricating a vehicle power distribution
unit, comprising:

pumping a lubricant to an outer surface of a ring-shaped

distribution member;
flowing said lubricant from said outer surface through a
lubricant passage in said distribution member;

increasing the velocity of said lubricant by flowing said
lubricant through a reduced area of said lubricant pas-
sage;

directing said lubricant at a concave portion of an output

gear;

using said concave portion of said output gear to redirect

said lubricant into pinion gears of a planetary interaxle
differential.



